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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 160354 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAID, SHUM, CM, US 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS AND FOREIGN ASSISTANCE: CAMEROON 

REF: MARCUS-SMYTH TELCONS JUNE 16 AND 23 

SUMMARY AND ACTION REQUESTED: IN ORDER TO MEET REQUIREMENT 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON CAMEROON HUMAN RIGHTS SITUA- 
TION AND TO PREPARE FOR REQUIRED JANUARY 1979 HUMAN RIGHTS 
REPORT TO CONGRESS, DEPARTMENT WILL NEED ADDITIONAL REPORT- 
ING FOCUSSED PARTICULARLY ON STATUS OF ANY POLITICAL 
PRISONERS CAMEROON MAY BE HOLDING, PRISON CONDITIONS 
AND LEGAL/JUDICIAL SAFEGUARDS. 

1 . IN ADDITION TO CAMEROON APPEARING ON LIST OF COUNTRIES 
NOTED IN HOUSE FOREIGN OPERATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
(EXCERPTS POUCHED) AS HAVING HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS, 
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QUESTION OF POLITICAL DETAINEES IN CAMEROON WAS ALSO RAISED 
AT LATEST INTERAGENCY STAFF MEETING ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE. STAFF GROUP AGREED THAT IMPLEMENTA- 
TION OF PENDING FY-79 BILATERAL ASSISTANCE PROJECTS 
SHOULD NOT BE HELD UP ON HUMAN RIGHTS GROUNDS, BUT ASKED 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION-PARTICULAR- 
LY WITH REGARD TO ANY REMAINING POLITICAL PRISONERS. 
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2. DEPARTMENT IS CHECKING WITH AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
(AI) TO ASCERTAIN IF THEY CONTINUE TO FOLLOW STATUS 

OF ANY "PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE" IN CAMEROON. WE 
SUSPECT THAT RENEWED INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION 
THERE MAY PARTIALLY BE RESULT OF GURC RELUCTANCE TO RE- 
SPOND TO AI INQUIRIES. 

3. IN ORDER TO GET THE RECORD STRAIGHT, WOULD APPRECIATE 
EARLY EMBASSY REVIEW OF OBJECTIVE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION 
IN CAMEROON WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO POLITICAL 
DETAINEES OR PRISONERS THAT MAY STILL BE IN CUSTODY, 

PRISON CONDITIONS AND LEGAL AND JUDICIAL SAFEGUARDS 
AVAILABLE. WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE EMBASSY CONFIRMATION 
OF RELEASE OF PERSONS DETAINED IN 1976 FOR DISTRIBUTION 
ANTI-GOVERNMENT TRACTS, AND INFORMATION ON ANY REMAINING 
UPC DETAINEES. VANCE 
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